
WE ACT for Environmental Justice is concerned that the exponential growth of
data centers supporting artificial intelligence, cryptocurrency, and similar uses
perpetuates historical patterns of environmental injustice by worsening the
energy affordability crisis, and threatening the health and safety of
communities of color and low-income. Data center operation contributes to
increasing electricity rates, puts pressure on limited water resources, and
generates pollution that causes increasing climate and public health burdens. 

Siting, construction, and operation of data centers must follow these principles:

Data centers and similar facilities are

being constructed and operated across

the U.S. without considering impacts on

host communities. These energy- and

resource-intensive, polluting facilities

contribute to environmental, health, and

economic burdens for communities of

color and low-income. But grassroots

communities across color, class, and

political lines are pushing back:

government leaders must take action to

protect human health, the environment,

and affordability. 

Introduction

BACKGROUND & CONTEXT

Avoid or mitigate negative
impacts while creating

local, sustainable jobs, and
supporting economic

development.

Utilize renewable energy,
phasing out polluting fossil

fuel infrastructure that
undermines climate and

public health.

Operate compatibly with
local environmental

resources, minimizing
stress on the environment

and public health.

Ensure meaningful
community engagement,
incorporating a process
for community refusal
and accountability. 1

Environmental justice demands that data centers must uphold principles of transparency,
environmental sustainability, and human health protection. 

Policies must address:
Energy affordability and reliability are threatened as data centers
strain power grids and increase energy costs for communities
across the country. Low-income households and communities of
color, already spending a disproportionate amount of their income
on energy bills, are hardest hit. 
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Air pollution from fossil-fuel powered data centers
disproportionately harm communities already overburdened by
pollution,  contributing to negative health, extreme weather, and
life-threatening impacts from climate-related natural disasters. 
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Intensive, unsustainable use of water resources by data centers
contributes to rapid depletion of freshwater resources, and
discharges thermal and chemical pollution into our water from
waste discharge. 6
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Cooling tower on top of a data center in Mesa, AZ

https://weact.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Community-Engagement-Brief-092322-FINAL.pdf
https://weact.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Community-Engagement-Brief-092322-FINAL.pdf
http://www.eas.caltech.edu/news/air-pollution-and-the-public-health-costs-of-ai
http://www.eas.caltech.edu/news/air-pollution-and-the-public-health-costs-of-ai
https://andthewest.stanford.edu/2025/thirsty-for-power-and-water-ai-crunching-data-centers-sprout-across-the-west/


Construction and operation of data
centers must incorporate comprehensive
democratic processes that center equity,
transparency, and environmental
protection for impacted communities.

GUIDELINES
Do not target vulnerable communities (by race, color,
income, or rural locations) that are already
overburdened by pollution, poor health/healthcare,
and lack of economic opportunity.

MUST INCLUDE PROCESSES THAT:

CONTACTCONTACTCONTACT

Ensure compliance with the law and permitting
requirements to provide important environmental
and health protections.

Uphold the impacted communities' right to participate
fully in decision-making by ensuring robust
engagement, transparency, and accountability measures.

Promote the deployment of renewable energy and
operate compatibly with climate resilience,
environmental sustainability, and public health.

Ensure sustainable operation that is compatible with
local conditions, such as minimizing use of
freshwater resources and avoiding discharge of
thermal and chemical pollution.
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WE ACT for Environmental Justice is a Northern Manhattan-based, membership-
driven organization whose mission is to build healthy communities by ensuring
that people of color and/or low-income residents are meaningfully included in the
development of sound and fair environmental health and protection policies and
practices. WE ACT has offices in New York and Washington, D.C. Visit us at weact.org
and follow us on Facebook @weactforej, Bluesky and Instagram @weact4ej.

Aerial view of the Google Data Center in Council Bluffs, IA.
Photo: Chad Davis
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